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vhich might be exploited "by the war parties in the
various countries."
Then, in terms which although vague and embarrassed,
rare doubtless intelligible enough to his correspondent,
Sudekum gave him the assurance "that Your Excellency's
overture with a view to occasional direct communication
it critical moments is welcomed with appreciation and
ftilly and sympathetically understood"; thus expressing
the gratitude of the Socialists, who were flattered at being
:alled upon to participate in the responsibility of govern-
ment. The writer of the narrative, who relies on documents
in the archives of the Imperial Chancellery, further notes
that Social Democracy thus began to work in collaboration
with the State, whereas it had hitherto been kept at a
distance.(S)
Bethmann-Hollweg announced the successful result
of his negotiations with the Socialists at the Cabinet
Council held on July 3Oth, when nothing was yet known
of the Russian general mobilization. He was able to tell
his colleagues that(9) after his talk with Siidefcum he
was sure that nothing in particular was to be feared from
Social Democracy and the Socialist party, and that "there
would be no question of a general or partial strike, or
of any sabotage."*
* The next day> at eight o'clock in the evenings the Ministry
of War informed the High Command of its confidence^ founded
"on trustworthy authority/' that "the Social Democratic Party
firmly intends to adopt a satisfactory attitude." There were also
negotiations between the Minister of the Interior and the
executive committee of the trade unions; and these led to "the
surprising assurance" that the Government had no intention
of creating the least difficulty for the trade unionsa provided
that they created no difficulties for the Goverament.(io)
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